
   

 

Summary 

I had done my Ph. D in strain improvement of oyster mushrooms through protoplast fusion and came out with 

improved strains of Pleurotus cystidiosus, Pleurotus opuntiae as well as promising high yielding fusants. I 

have characterised the plant viruses associated with papaya ring spot disease, cowpea aphid borne mosaic 

disease and snake gourd mosaic disease in Kerala. My current research interest is developing integrated 

management strategies for important viral diseases in Kerala. 

Research Highlights 

Developed improved high yielding strains of oyster mushrooms by protoplast fusion between P. cystidiosus 

and P. opuntiae. 

Molecular characterization of Papaya ring spot virus, Black eye cowpea mosaic virus and Cucumber mosaic 

virus associated with the important viral diseases of crops. 

Experience 

Joined Kerala Agricultural University as Assistant Professor (Plant Pathology) in the year 2021 

 

 

Education 

• Graduated in Agricultural Science from Kerala Agricultural University (2013)  

• Post Graduation in Plant Pathology from Kerala Agricultural University (2015) 

• Ph.D in Plant Pathology from Kerala Agricultural University (2020) 

 

Area of Specialization 

Mushroom breeding, Plant virology 
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Awards & Recognitions 

Dr. P.K.R. Nair Prize for best Ph.D. thesis - Kerala Agricultural University 

M.Sc. (Ag.) First rank in Plant Pathology - Kerala Agricultural University 

Research Projects 

Completed 

Observational trial on ‘Evaluation of Pleurotus cystidiosus at areas of high elevation of Kerala at 

Cardamom Research Station, Pampadumpara’ funded by Kerala Agricultural University. 
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Books/Chapters in Books: Nil 



 

 

Student Guidance (Major Advisor/ Advisory Committee member) 

M. Sc.  

Within KAU: Ongoing: 3 

Other Institutional Responsibilities 

1. Currently acting as student Advisor  to 10 Undergraduate students. 

Membership in Professional Associations  

1. Life time membership in Asian PGPR Society of Sustainable Agriculture. 

 


